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FOOD AND LIVING

Tuesday May 19, 2009
Woman helps others get organized

by Monica Orosz
Daily Mail staff

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Rita McGhee's best advertisement for her professional organizing business is a
visit to her tidy home in Charleston's Weberwood neighborhood.

She and her family - her husband, Mark, and daughters, Lilith and Maura, along with a cat - live quite
comfortably in 900 square feet of space. That's 900 tidy and organized square feet.

McGhee says she is not a compulsive neatnik - she cheerfully accepts that children are untidy and that
toys will end up on the living room floor. But when you live in a fairly small home, you have to be
organized, she said.

If you're looking for her family's paperwork, you need
go no further than one small filing cabinet with the
computer desk.

All other important documents have been scanned

onto the computer, with backups stored through the

online computer backup system Carbonite

(www.carbonite.com). She relies on the advice of

well-known financial expert Suzy Orman to determine

what documents to save and for how long.

Her house may have small closets, but each is used to EQvalindmagh . . 000 oot h

. . . ita Wiley McGhee keeps the cozy -square-foot home

its best advantage by McGhee, who is handy with tools ghe shares with her husband and two daughters tidy and

and a whiz at reconfiguring shelf and hanging space to organized, a skill she also offers to clients through her Sort
) My Space business.

get the most out of it.

As her daughters, 9 and 11, outgrow clothes and toys,
McGhee promptly donates them to charity.

A native of Michigan, McGhee has worked as a
firefighter and a medical transcriptionist. She inherited
Advertiser her mother's hair salon when she was just
22 and ran the business end of it long

enough to know she needed to sell it.

From our pages to your wall.

When McGhee moved to Charleston in
2002, she wanted work that was challenging
while still allowing her to be home with her
daughters when they weren't in school.

After helping a friend with an organizational
project, McGhee got the idea that her skills
might be useful to paying customers. She
took classes and earned professional
organizing certifications and started Sort My
8l Space.

She's not quite sure where she got her
organizational bent, but she credits her dad,
Rick Wiley, for her handiness - the two of
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them built a large deck onto her house.
She likes projects and she likes to get them finished.
"It does disappoint me if a project's not done," she said.

Hire her to organize - she'll do everything from getting paperwork in order to helping sort things for a
yard sale to redoing closets to simply restoring order - and McGhee said she begins with a gentle
conversation.
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Posted By: breaghal (7:32am 05-19-2009) A\Report Abuse
"Sort My Space"... Very cool. Wish | had her when I had my family's estate sale.

Posted By: dobi (5:39am 05-19-2009) AReport Abuse

That is such a great idea and very helpful especially to people who got a lot of jobs. Just a friendly
advice, make sure you have a backup of your work. | use Safecopy backup, www.safecopybackup.com,
to back up all files.

For me SafeCopy is a perfect fit. I can backup USB drives, share files and backup both my Mac and PC
with one account. I'm very happy with it and it may be worth checking out. Good Luck!!
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Woman helps others get organized

People have emotional attachments to their things. Sometimes they're overwhelmed with the sheer
volume of their stuff. And sometimes they're just a bit embarrassed.

"Sometimes my organizing stops with the initial phone call," she said. "Then I may hear from them six
months later.

"I've had to e-mail a client later and say, 'You're not mad at me anymore, are you?""

McGhee was asked by one client to sort through a couple of boxes of paperwork, a relatively quick and
easy task.

"After we finished, she said, 'Can | show you another
problem | have?' " And McGhee learned every closet in
the woman's house was filled with papers the woman
had tucked away, including six years worth of mail that
needed to be sorted and shredded.

Helping another couple to clean their basement,
McGhee found more than $1,500 worth of savings
bonds that had been missing for 30 years and wills
that listed stocks valued at more than $25,000 - more v
than enough to pay her $30-an-hour fee, fund their ~ Tom Hindman

. . . .. Rita Wiley McGhee keeps the cozy 900-square-foot home
home repairs and sock away money for their children's ghe shares with her husband and two daughters tidy and

college funds. organized, a skill she also offers to clients through her Sort
My Space business.

Services are wide ranging and now include "staging" a
home to looks its best before it goes on the real estate
market and offering virtual organization (for self-
starter types!) through her Web site,

www.sortmyspace.com. McGhee, who said she ' MORE FOOD AND LIVING
grew up recycling, has even written a book, "Organize Driver safety course being sponsored by AARP
Advertiser Your Home The Green Way: A Step-by-Step

" Master distillers take star turn in bourbon world
Approach to a Greener Home.

Professional organizer looking for city's messiest office
Her former Realtor, Genny Martin, has

turned into both a client and a personal
referral agency. Martin has hired McGhee Homer Laughlin posts 1930s video online
to help her sell some fine artwork as she
downsizes. And Martin said McGhee was

Ghouls and goblins gather for treats in the streets

United Way officials optimistic

instrumental in he|p|ng one of Martin's Benefit at Scarlet Oaks to help homeless
homeowners prepare to sell her longtime Band member marches despite blindness
home.

Trout fishing rodeo coming up for Cato Park
"She had raised her family in the home. Send us photos of your pets!
Everything was laden with meaning," Martin
said. McGhee helped the woman sort,
prioritize and even get money from scrap

® .
W W w-w V u | e d u metal stored In the garage. Hurry and see what your local WV dealers have
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"The house sold, and a wonderful family for you!
lives there now," Martin said. "And she could not have done it without Rita's help." www.BuyAToyota.com

McGhee will participate in the 2009 Kanawha Valley Sustainability Fair, scheduled for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. West Virginia Lemon Law
May 30 at the ReStore, 815 Young St. She'll be available to talk about her business and green living and Free WV lemon law help. Submit online or call
will give away gift certificates for an hour of free service. 866-86-LEMON

. ) AutoLemonLaws.com/WestVirginia
For more information, call McGhee at 304-206-8144.

Contact writer Monica Orosz at mon...@dailymail.com or 304-348-4830. West Virginia Skydivin
1 Day first jumps go 2-1/2 miles up Skydiving Gift
More Articles in Food and Living « Previous Page 1| 2 | Certificates
« Previous Article in Food and Living i SkydiveOrange.com
Ads by Google
COMMENTS (2) ON "WOMAN HELPS OTHERS GET ORGANIZED" POST COMMENT
Posted By: breaghal (7:32am 05-19-2009) &Report Abuse

"Sort My Space"... Very cool. Wish | had her when I had my family's estate sale.

Posted By: dobi (5:39am 05-19-2009) AReport Abuse

That is such a great idea and very helpful especially to people who got a lot of jobs. Just a friendly
advice, make sure you have a backup of your work. | use Safecopy backup, www.safecopybackup.com,
to back up all files.

For me SafeCopy is a perfect fit. I can backup USB drives, share files and backup both my Mac and PC
with one account. I'm very happy with it and it may be worth checking out. Good Luck!!
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